Book reviews
Renin and Hypertension A Modern Synthesis by Michael Radcliffe Lee MA BM Bch Dphil MRCP pp viii+224 45s London: Lloyd-Luke 1969 The parts played by renin and angiotensin in human hypertension are still obscure and in this monograph, described as a modern synthesis, a useful account is given of the renin-angiotensin system and our present knowledge of the biological functions of these substances is discussed.
Accounts of the chemical properties of renin, its preparation, and its origin and fate in the body are followed by a chapter on the renin substrate and on the properties of the angiotensins. There is an extensive review of recent experimental work and many interesting problems are discussed; among these are the important development of the enzyme kinetic technique for assay of renin in human plasma, the fascinating subject of factors modifying reactivity of the vascular system to angiotensin, and the possible mechanisms for control of the release of renin from the juxtaglomerular cells of the kidney. In later chapters the relationship between the renal hormone and clinical disorders presenting with hypertension, adrenal tumours, and the secretion of aldosterone are considered; and there is an account of the recently described Robertson's syndrome.
Each chapter is well supported by an extensive bibliography, and this monograph may be recommended as a helpful introduction to this difficult subject for the research worker and for the physician interested in hypertension. It is hoped that before long, in a further edition, we shall be able to read that some of the gaps in our present knowledge have been closed. The medical student always needs a kind of inbetween text that explores more deeply than a synopsis although not giving the intellectual satisfaction of the multiple author 'system'. It is good to feel that Dr Jolly, once reprinted and now clad in this second edition, has come to stay and to introduce more intending doctors to those parts of clinical medicine traditionally included in a textbook of diseases of children. Much larger, as seems inevitable, this remains a nicely personal account, reflecting among other things the author's interest in and experience of the health problems of Africa. He has been well served in format and illustrations by his publishers. The chapter on growth and development has been recast in line with the prevailing fashion, with excellent pictures of neonatal and infant developmental examinations. New chapters cover the care of the sick child at home and in hospital, and the newlyadded references to review articles should stimulate students to further reading.
Dr Jolly mentions explicitly in his preface a change of mind about the management of the parents of a mongol baby. While there could be argument about the wisdom of stressing a conversation on the second or third day when there is so little space for discussion, another and a really important change has occurred which is reflected elsewhere in the book. In the first edition he wrote of mongolism 'there is no treatment'. In the second he writes 'there is no curative treatment' but adds that the parents will need a great deal of support and advice, presumably so that they can carry out their part of the treatment. Here speaks the pTdiatrician. ALFRED WHITE FRANKLIN Antibiotics in Clinical Practice by Hillas Smith MA MD MRCP pp ix+346 30s London: Pitman Medical 1969 This book is written for doctors in hospitals and in general practice and for senior medical students. The approach is clinical and the preface states that it is not primarily for microbiologists or for specialists in the antibiotic field. The first half of the book deals with general aspects of chemotherapy and with individual drugs. Clinical uses of the drugs are discussed and there is therefore some overlap with the second half of the book which is chiefly about the antibiotic management of patients.
Although the approach is a clinical one, the sections on individual drugs contain much of the information that-would be expected in a standard book of chemotherapy. Dr Hillas Smith has, too, what a microbiologist would regard as a proper
